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Summary

This study examines the relationship between economic inclusion and global openness in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), focusing on how economic openness can drive
inclusive and sustainable growth. Using a qualitative methodology, it analyzes public policies,
institutional reports, and case studies to assess the integration of marginalized populations.
Findings indicate that, despite initiatives promoting financial access and labor market
participation, deep inequalities persist due to weak governance and inadequate infrastructure.
In 2021, the DRC ranked 179th out of 191 in the Human Development Index, with 87.7% of
its population living on less than $1.25 per day and only 13% of women in the National
Assembly, reflecting severe socio-economic disparities. However, strengthening inclusive
entrepreneurship, improving financial accessibility, and fostering public-private partnerships
appear as viable solutions. The study highlights the importance of structural reforms and
targeted strategies to enhance the benefits of economic openness and ensure sustainable
economic inclusion. By addressing governance challenges and investing in infrastructure, the
DRC can better leverage globalization to reduce inequalities and promote long-term
development.
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1. Introduction

Economic inclusion and inclusive global openness are fundamental issues for flourishing and
sustainable development. In Europe, these issues are conceived from the perspective of social
cohesion and the reduction of economic inequalities. Studies on this issue such as [1], [2], [3],
show that globalization leads to an intensification of economic exchanges, but also widens
disparities between regions. The European Union has put in place convergence policies aimed
at strengthening the integration of less developed economies through structural funds [4], [5],
[6]. Nevertheless, gaps persist between Western and Eastern countries, particularly in terms of
access to economic opportunities and financial inclusion.[7].

In America, particularly in the United States and Latin America, economic openness has led to
contrasting transformations, where according to[8], while trade liberalization has promoted
economic growth, it has also increased social inequalities, particularly in Latin America where
a large part of the population remains excluded from the benefits of globalization[9], [10]In the
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United States, the expansion of technology and the digital economy have increased financial
inclusion, but have also led to a precariousness of employment in certain sectors.[11]The
question of economic justice and redistribution policies therefore remains central in this
region.[12]. In Asia, economic integration has seen spectacular momentum, particularly in
emerging economies such as China and India. According to [13], China has managed to
significantly reduce poverty through openness policies combined with internal structural
reforms. India, for its part, has promoted inclusive entrepreneurship through microfinance
programs and initiatives to digitalize financial services.[14] However, these countries face
challenges in wealth distribution and equitable access to economic opportunities, particularly
in rural areas.[15].

In Africa, economic openness has accelerated in recent decades, notably through regional
integration and foreign investment. However, economic inequalities remain marked, due to
weak infrastructure and often inadequate regulatory frameworks.[16]Inclusive finance is a
driving force in reducing inequalities, but its impact remains limited by institutional and
structural factors.[17], [18]In the DRC, economic policies attempt to reconcile openness and
inclusion, but challenges related to governance and corruption hamper these efforts.[19]The
rise of new technologies and mobile banking, however, represents a promising opportunity to
improve access to financial services and promote more equitable growth.[20].

Inclusive economic development [21] embodies the ideal of a society where every individual,
regardless of their origin or situation, is recognized in their full dignity and has the opportunity
to contribute to collective prosperity. It represents a concrete manifestation of our commitment
to social justice and human solidarity, which goes beyond the barriers of selfishness and
individualism. With an economic environment culture that promotes inclusion, we aspire to
create a society where the fruits of growth are shared equitably, where everyone has access to
development opportunities and where no one is left behind. It is a quest for meaning that goes
beyond the simple accumulation of material wealth, to embrace the deeper richness of human
diversity and personal fulfillment.[22], [23].

Inclusive economic development is thus much more than a strategy for economic growth; it is
an affirmation of our common humanity and our responsibility for present and future
generations. It is a call for social and cultural transformation, for the creation of a society where
the values of compassion, solidarity and mutual respect guide our actions and shape our
common destiny.[21], [24].

The main objective of this paper is to analyze strategies for fostering social and economic
transformation by promoting inclusive policies and solidarity-driven initiatives. Specifically, it
aims to assess the impact of economic inclusion programs on reducing inequalities, enhancing
access to opportunities, and increasing participation in shared prosperity, regardless of
individual background or socio-economic status. In this logic of idea, the paper aims to inspire
a collective vision of a future where the economy is not simply an engine of growth, but an
instrument of social justice and integral human development. It invites us to question the
traditional paradigms of economic growth and to embrace a holistic approach that recognizes
the intrinsic dignity of each individual and the collective responsibility towards present and
future generations.

2. Theoretical Analysis on The Inclusive Economic Development and Openness to The
World
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In our quest to understand and transform a more just and prosperous future, humanity is
confronted with a fundamental moral imperative: that of economic development that transcends
borders and exclusions, and instead embraces human diversity in all its richness and
complexity. Inclusive Economic Development and openness to the world represent essential
pillars of this vision, where equity, solidarity and international cooperation guide our actions
and aspirations. Through theoretical and analytical analysis, we are invited to explore the
complex dynamics that underlie this quest, to deconstruct conventional paradigms and to give
voice to often overlooked perspectives. Integrating analytical rigor with a deep reflection on
the ethical principles that underpin our commitment to a more inclusive world, this exploration
invites us to rethink our traditional conceptions of economic growth and global interaction, to
shape a future where prosperity becomes truly shared and where each individual finds his or
her place in the complex tapestry of humanity.

2.1. Principles of Economic Equity “Economic Inclusion Policies”

Identify and implement economic policies that promote the inclusion of all segments of society,
particularly marginalized groups such as women, ethnic minorities, persons with disabilities
and rural populations. This may include measures such asthat equitable access to education and
vocational training, as well as affirmative action policies to promote the employment of
disadvantaged groups. The Principles of Economic Equity embody the quintessence of a moral
vision of society, where justice and compassion guide our economic actions. At the heart of
these principles is the recognition of the intrinsic dignity of every human being and their
inherent right to a life of dignity and prosperity. In this vision, economic equity is not simply a
matter of the fair distribution of wealth, but an expression of our commitment to the common
good and to living well together. It is an affirmation of our moral responsibility towards other
members of society.[25], [26], especially those most vulnerable and marginalized by life
circumstances.

Principles of Economic Equity [27], [28] call on us to transcend individual interests and adopt
a broader perspective, that of the human community as a whole. They invite us to view every
economic transaction, every tax policy, and every investment decision through the prism of
social justice and the common good. Beyond the simple redistribution of wealth, the Principles
of Economic Equity challenge us to question the structures and institutions that perpetuate
inequality and exclusion. They encourage us to reflect on the origins of these inequalities and
to act proactively to correct them, by promoting equitable access to economic opportunities
and strengthening social safety nets to protect the most disadvantaged.[29], [30], [31]. Finally,
the Principles of Economic Equity remind us that the true wealth of a society is not measured
only in terms of gross domestic product, but in terms of the well-being and quality of life of all
its members. They encourage us to view the economy as a means to the service of humanity,
rather than as an end in itself, and to work to create a world where economic justice and
solidarity are the cornerstones of our common prosperity.

In the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), various initiatives illustrate efforts to promote
economic inclusion for marginalized groups, such as women, ethnic minorities, persons with
disabilities, and rural populations. The Projet d'Appui au Développement des Micros, Petites
et Moyennes Entreprises (PADMPME), funded by the World Bank, supports women and young
entrepreneurs through financial aid, capacity-building, and market access, fostering gender
equality in business [32]. Similarly, the Programme National d'Appui aux Artisans et Petites
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Entreprises (PRONAAPE) helps artisans and small businesses in rural areas by facilitating
financing and training, reducing market entry barriers [33]. To address gender disparities, the
government has introduced affirmative action policies to increase female representation in
politics, with women now holding 13% of National Assembly seats [34]. Additionally, the
Projet d’Accés et d’Amélioration de la Qualité de I’Education (PAAQE), supported by
international donors, enhances educational infrastructure and provides scholarships for
disadvantaged students, improving vocational training for youth and persons with disabilities
[35]. Social protection measures such as the Programme de Filets Sociaux de Sécurité (PFSS)
offer direct financial aid to vulnerable households, particularly in conflict-affected areas,
strengthening economic resilience through cash transfers and community projects (Banque
[32]. These initiatives demonstrate the DRC’s ongoing efforts to implement the principles of
economic equity by fostering inclusive growth and reducing structural inequalities.

2.1.1. Promoting Universal Entrepreneurial Development

Encourage the development of businesses owned by underrepresented groups and create an
environment conducive to their growth. This may involve initiatives such as mentoring
programs, increased access to financing and tax policies that support small businesses. The
Fostering of Universal Entrepreneurial Flourishing reflects the deep belief in the ability of each
individual to express their creativity, realize their potential and contribute to the collective well-
being through entrepreneurship. At the heart of this vision lies the recognition of
entrepreneurship as a vector of autonomy, emancipation and self-realization, transcending the
social and economic limits imposed by circumstances.

According to[36], It is important to emphasize that the idea of creation does not always come
from the group concerned and that the prior existence of the group favors the preference for
collective entrepreneurship. In addition, the group favors the collection of local collective
savings to finance the project, which highlights the importance of solidarity finance in the
projects of women's groups that also include, subsequently, men. In this perspective,
entrepreneurial development becomes much more than a simple commercial enterprise; it
embodies a quest for meaning and an expression of individual freedom. It is an affirmation of
the individual's capacity to create, innovate and transform his environment, in a constant
dialogue between his personal aspirations and the needs of society. The Promotion of Universal
Entrepreneurial Development is based on several principles, namely:

*

¢ Human dignity and autonomy: It recognizes the intrinsic dignity of each human being
and their innate capacity to flourish and contribute to the common good through
entrepreneurial activity.

¢ Social Justice and Equal Opportunity: It aims to create an environment where everyone,
regardless of their background or socio-economic status, has equal access to the
resources, opportunities and support needed to undertake. These ideas are really not far
from [37], [38], [39].

% Social and solidarity responsibility [40]: It promotes conscious and responsible
entrepreneurship, anchored in values of solidarity, sustainability and respect for the
interests of the community.

¢ Creativity and Innovation: It encourages creativity and innovation as drivers of progress

and development, encouraging individuals to push the boundaries of knowledge and

practice in pursuit of their entrepreneurial vision.[41].
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¢ Resilience and continuous learning: It recognizes that entrepreneurial growth is a
journey marked by challenges and setbacks, but also by opportunities for personal
growth and social transformation.

By promoting the Promotion of Universal Entrepreneurial Flourishing, we aspire to create a
world where each individual is encouraged to follow their vocation, express their creativity and
contribute to building a more just, dynamic and united society. It is a bold and inspiring vision,
which celebrates human diversity and the richness of our common aspirations.

2.1.2. Commitment to Building Sustainable Community Bonds

Recognize the importance of social infrastructure such as healthcare, transportation, and
affordable housing in promoting economic inclusion. Investments in these areas can help
reduce inequality by providing equal opportunities to all members of society. The gap between
the rich and the poor can be analyzed from a philosophical perspective to define the economic
inclusion of a society. Indeed, within the framework of this reflection, several philosophical
concepts and principles can be invoked to argue in favor of this position.[42].

According to the principles of distributive justice (social equity theory), every individual
should have equal access to the resources essential to a dignified life. A significant gap between
rich and poor often means that the distribution of resources is not equitable. Consequently, the
economic inclusion of a society can be judged by its ability to reduce this gap and ensure a
more equitable distribution of wealth and opportunities.[43], [44].

Excessive economic inequality can also undermine the sustainability of economic growth.
When wealth is highly concentrated in the hands of a small fraction of the population, aggregate
demand can be constrained because low-income households tend to consume a larger
proportion of their income. This can result in insufficient aggregate demand to support robust
long-term economic growth. According to utilitarianism (economic opportunity) theory [43],
[45], the happiness and well-being of each individual is important. An excessive gap between
the rich and the poor can compromise the overall well-being of society by creating unfair
disparities and limiting access to the resources needed to lead a satisfying life. Thus, reducing
this gap can be seen as a measure aimed at increasing collective happiness and well-being.

Social solidarity, which is based on the principle of mutual responsibility and mutual support
within society, can be compromised by significant economic inequalities. An excessive gap
between rich and poor can undermine the sense of solidarity by creating social divisions and
tensions. Therefore, promoting economic inclusion can be seen as a moral imperative to
strengthen solidarity and social cohesion.

Human dignity, which posits that every individual deserves respectful and equal treatment, is
often violated in societies where the gap between rich and poor is very pronounced. When some
people have disproportionate access to resources and opportunities, this can lead to the
marginalization and degradation of the dignity of disadvantaged individuals. Thus, reducing
this gap is necessary to ensure respect for the dignity of all members of society. In short, in
developments such as distributive justice, utilitarianism, social solidarity and human dignity, it
is possible that the gap between rich and poor is a crucial factor in defining the economic
inclusion of a society. Reducing this gap is not only an economic issue, but also a matter of
social justice, collective well-being and fundamental respect for human dignity.
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2.1.3. Harmonious Inclusion in the Global Economic Fabric

Develop strategies to equitably integrate national economies into the global economy, ensuring
that the benefits of globalization are distributed fairly. This may involve establishing trade and
investment policies that support domestic industries while promoting access to global markets
[46].

2.1.4. Strengthening the Human Solidarity Net

Establish robust social safety nets to protect individuals from economic risks, such as
unemployment, illness or old age. This may include programs such as child benefits,
unemployment insurance and retirement pensions. The strengthening of the Human Solidarity
Net is a manifestation of the essence of humanity in its perpetual quest for compassion and
justice. By embracing this approach, society recognizes the intrinsic value of each individual
and commits to preserving their dignity and well-being. This net symbolizes the intertwining
of social bonds, woven by a collective awareness of responsibility towards the most vulnerable.
In philosophical language, this fortification can be interpreted as an act of expression of social
morality, where solidarity transcends the boundaries of the ego to embrace the unity of
humanity. It is an affirmation of our capacity to transcend our individual interests in favor of
the common good, thus embodying the ideals of distributive justice and fraternal solidarity. By
strengthening this net, society erects a bulwark against the vicissitudes of existence and
establishes the foundations of a resilient community, founded on principles of compassion and
mutual support [47], [48].

2.1.5. Continuous Awakening and Personal Enrichment Through Learning

Investing in lifelong learning and training to enable individuals to adapt to economic and
technological change. This may include retraining programs, continuing education
opportunities, and policies to make education more accessible to all [49], [50]. Continuous
awakening and personal enrichment [51] through learning represent a fundamental quest of the
individual towards the fulfillment of his intrinsic potential. In this philosophical perspective,
learning becomes the vehicle through which the human soul explores the vast horizons of
knowledge and understanding. It is an inner and outer journey, where each encounter with
knowledge expands the boundaries of individual and collective consciousness.

Continuous awakening, in this view, is a process of progressive enlightenment, where the
individual frees himself from the chains of ignorance and complacency to embrace the light of
truth and wisdom. It is an invitation to transcend the limitations of thought and embrace the
diversity of perspectives, in a constant effort of growth and expansion of the mind.

Personal enrichment comes from this awakening, because it represents the rooting of the
individual in his own authentic being, nourished by the fruits of continuous learning. It is a
process of self-transformation, where each new acquisition of knowledge and each lived
experience shapes the identity of the individual and enriches his understanding of the world
around him.

2.1.6. Promotion of Fair Trade and Global Harmony

Promoting fair trade relations between countries [52]and encouraging international cooperation
to address global economic problems. This may include efforts to reduce trade barriers,
promote technology transfer to developing countries, and support sustainable economic
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development globally. In other words, fostering fair trade and global harmony embodies
humanity’s aspiration to transcend artificial divisions and promote a world order based on
justice and cooperation. From another perspective, this endeavour represents a call to recognize
the profound interconnectedness of all beings and to embrace universal solidarity as the guiding
principle of our interactions.

Fair trade reflects an ethical vision that values the dignity of each individual and seeks to
eliminate unjust disparities that hinder human development. It is a commitment to the equitable
redistribution of resources and opportunities, in order to create an environment where everyone
can prosper according to their abilities and aspirations.[53]. Global harmony, on the other hand,
transcends geographical and cultural boundaries to embody the ideal of peaceful and respectful
coexistence among all peoples and nations. It is a recognition of diversity as a source of
richness and creativity, and a call to cultivate relationships based on mutual understanding,
respect for differences, and the search for concerted solutions to common challenges. Together,
the promotion of equitable exchanges and global harmony represents a holistic vision of social
justice and world peace, rooted in an ethical conscience that recognizes our responsibility to
future generations and to the global community as a whole. It is a call to transcend selfish
interests and work together to create a world where human dignity is respected, justice prevails,
and peace is sustainable.

2.1.7. Fight for Equality and Economic Justice

Address systemic discrimination and economic injustices that hinder equitable access to
economic opportunities and resources. This may require legal reforms and public policies to
eliminate discriminatory practices in the workplace and promote equal opportunity for all. The
Fight for Equality and Economic Justice [54], [55]is a reflection of a profound quest for
meaning and morality within human society. In philosophical language, this struggle can be
interpreted as a manifestation of collective ethical consciousness, an aspiration to transcend
inequalities and establish an economic order based on human dignity and distributive justice.

Economic equality embodies the ideal that every individual should have equitable access to the
resources and opportunities needed to lead a dignified and fulfilling life. It is the recognition
of the intrinsic worth of every human being, regardless of social origin or economic status, and
the affirmation of the fundamental right of each person to participate fully in the economic life
of society.[54].

Economic justice [56], for its part, goes beyond mere formal equality to seek to correct
structural inequalities and redress historical injustices that persist in economic systems. It is a
call to challenge the power structures and mechanisms that perpetuate the marginalization and
exploitation of the most vulnerable, and to promote economic policies and practices that
promote the common good rather than particular interests. In this perspective, the fight for
equality and economic justice is therefore a call for profound social transformation, based on
principles of solidarity, compassion and mutual respect. It is a constant reminder of our
responsibility towards future generations and towards the global community as a whole, in
order to build a world where human dignity is respected, where the needs of each person are
met and where prosperity is shared equitably.

The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) faces deep social and economic inequalities despite
its natural wealth. In 2021, the country ranked 179th out of 191 according to the Human
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Development Index (HDI), with a score of 0.479, reflecting a low standard of living and limited
access to basic services. In 2013, approximately 87.7% of the population lived on less than
$1.25 per day, illustrating an extreme poverty rate. Regional disparities are also striking, with
an average annual income ranging from $98 per capita in the east of the country to $1,000 per
capita in the province of Kinshasa. Additionally, between 30% and 50% of women and children
suffer from malnutrition. Gender inequalities are equally concerning, with only 13% of women
holding seats in the National Assembly and a ranking of 140th out of 146 countries in the
Global Gender Gap Index in 2023. These data highlight the persistent challenges related to
poverty, inequality, and human development in the DRC.

2.2 Examining Social Protection Mechanisms and Access to Global Markets for Small
Businesses

“How can we ensure that vulnerable populations benefit from integration into the global
economy?”

Social protection mechanisms [57]and access to global markets for small businesses represent
two fundamental pillars of an inclusive and sustainable economy. In a world where economic
globalization creates both opportunities and challenges, these mechanisms are essential to
ensure that the benefits of open markets reach all actors in society, especially the most
vulnerable. On the one hand, social protection mechanisms play a crucial role in reducing
inequalities and promoting the well-being of individuals. They include programs such as health
insurance, child benefits, retirement pensions, and social safety nets, which aim to protect
individuals from social and economic risks such as illness, unemployment, or poverty. These
mechanisms provide an essential safety net, allowing individuals and families to maintain a
decent standard of living even in times of economic hardship, and thus promoting social
stability and human development.[58]. On the other hand, access to global markets for small
businesses is crucial to boost inclusive economic growth and promote sustainable development.
Small businesses, particularly in developing countries, play a vital role in job creation, income
generation and poverty reduction. However, they often face obstacles such as trade barriers,
high costs of compliance with international standards, and unfair competition from large
companies. By facilitating small businesses’ access to global markets through policies such as
simplifying customs procedures, building trade capacity and access to finance, governments
can help strengthen the local economic fabric, create opportunities for local entrepreneurs and
promote more equitable and sustainable development.

Together, social protection mechanisms and access to global markets for small businesses can
play a complementary role in promoting economic and social inclusion, ensuring that no one
is left behind in the race for global prosperity. This requires a holistic and integrated approach,
where economic policies are designed to ensure that the benefits of globalization are shared
equitably and social protection mechanisms are strengthened to guarantee the security and
dignity of all individuals.

3. Methodology

This research adopts a qualitative approach to explore in depth the dialectic between economic
inclusion and global openness in the Democratic Republic of Congo. The analysis is based on
an inductive approach that favors the understanding of economic and social dynamics through
the examination of discourses, public policies and strategies put in place to promote inclusive

Copyright © The Author, 2025 (www.ijsmr.in)




95 | International Journal of Scientific and Management Research 8(3) 87-103

integration. The study is based on an in-depth documentary review, mobilizing academic
sources, institutional reports and economic data available from international and national
organizations. The objective is to identify underlying trends and logics that structure the
evolution of economic inclusion in the Congolese context. In this perspective, the
methodological approach combines content analysis and case study to illustrate the practices
and challenges related to economic openness. Content analysis helps to decipher the discourses
and normative frameworks influencing inclusion policies, while the case study provides a
concrete perspective on local and international initiatives in economic development. By relying
on data triangulation, this methodology aims to ensure a holistic and critical understanding of
the issues studied, while highlighting the levers and constraints that shape the dynamics of
economic integration in the DRC.

A potential limitation of the methodology used in this study is its reliance on a qualitative
approach, which, while useful for in-depth analysis, lacks the statistical rigor needed to
establish causality between economic openness and inclusive growth in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC). The study primarily draws from institutional reports, policy
documents, and case studies, which may introduce selection bias and limit the generalizability
of findings beyond specific contexts. Additionally, the absence of quantitative metrics or
econometric modeling means that key economic indicators and their correlations with inclusion
policies remain unexplored. The study also depends on secondary data sources, which may not
fully capture recent economic dynamics or grassroots realities, particularly in informal
economic sectors where official data is often scarce or unreliable. Furthermore, governance
issues and regional disparities in the DRC could result in data inconsistencies, affecting the
robustness of the conclusions drawn. A mixed-methods approach incorporating quantitative
data analysis or field surveys could enhance the study’s validity by providing empirical
evidence to support qualitative findings.

4. Economic Strategies and Regional and International Cooperation Policies for
Sustainable and Inclusive Development in the DRC

In the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), current national economic policies aim to
promote social and economic inclusion through various programs and initiatives. Here are
some of these policies and their relative effectiveness:

a. National Development Plan

The DRC has developed several national development plans, such as the National Strategic
Development Plan (PNSD) or the National Development Plan (PND), which define strategic
directions for economic growth and improving social well-being. These plans often focus on
key sectors such as agriculture, infrastructure, education, and health, with the goal of reducing
poverty and inequality.[59]. The National Strategic Development Plan (PNSD) in the
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is an important document that aims to guide the
country's development over a given period. It is a bit like a roadmap to help the country achieve
its goals of economic growth, poverty reduction and improving the well-being of its population.

The PNSD takes into account the specific challenges facing the DRC, such as poverty,
inequality, limited infrastructure and other social and economic problems. It also identifies
priorities and areas where action is needed to improve the situation.
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This plan often involves collaboration between the government, international organizations,
NGOs and other stakeholders to implement necessary projects and programs. With an emphasis
on sustainability, it aims to create development that benefits all citizens and also protects the
environment.

b. Sectoral Policies:

The DRC government has implemented specific policies in areas such as agriculture, mining,
energy and trade. For example, initiatives to promote family farming, stimulate responsible
mining production and develop energy infrastructure have been launched to create jobs and
stimulate economic growth.

For [60], [61], [62] the community of technical and financial partners of the Democratic
Republic of Congo, in its expectation and quest for a real and tangible impact of its
interventions, is called upon to engage in a more proactive process of sectoral political
dialogue, particularly in the agricultural sector. The pressing need for a proactive agricultural
policy constitutes the essential basis from which the recommendations envisaged can truly
contribute to improving the situation of the agricultural sector. If the political preconditions,
widely set out above, are met, it seems appropriate to put forward some recommendations
likely, in our opinion, to alleviate the problems encountered in the context of agricultural
recovery in the Democratic Republic of Congo [63], [64].

¢. Social Programs

The DRC has also implemented social programs aimed at improving access to basic services
such as education, health and social protection. For example, initiatives such as school
scholarships, vaccination programs and social safety nets have been put in place to reduce
inequalities and improve the living conditions of the most vulnerable populations.

Social programs aimed at improving access to basic services such as education, health and
social protection in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) provoke profound reflection on
the very nature of social justice and collective well-being. In a context where access to these
services is often limited or even non-existent for many citizens, these programs embody an
attempt to restore a moral balance within society.

In engaging in these initiatives, the DRC embraces a vision that recognizes the fundamental
importance of each individual as a human being with inherent rights. In doing so, it adheres to
an ethic of responsibility towards its citizens, recognizing that equitable access to education,
health, and social protection is a moral imperative. These programs also raise questions about
the nature of equality and justice. They interrogate notions of deservingness and need, and
challenge social and economic structures that can hinder access to basic services for certain
groups of the population.[65].

However, despite these efforts, several challenges persist regarding the effectiveness of these
national economic policies in promoting social and economic inclusion in the DRC:

1) Weak institutional capacities

Limited government institutional capacity can hamper the effective implementation of
economic policies, leading to delays and inefficiencies in achieving development goals. In the
context of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), the interrelationship between weak
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institutional capacities and national economic policies reveals a profound dialectic between the
philosophical ideal of just governance and the concrete realities of political practice. These
institutional weaknesses, often perceived as obstacles to the achievement of the common good,
prompt a philosophical reflection on the nature of the legitimacy of power and the
responsibility of rulers towards their people.[66], [67], [68].

From this perspective, institutional weaknesses in the DRC can be interpreted as symptoms of
a deeper crisis in which democratic aspirations and economic development imperatives collide
with structural obstacles to governance. Philosophy offers an analytical framework for
understanding these tensions, by examining the moral foundations of political authority and
the ethical principles that should guide public decision-making.

National economic policies, designed to promote economic growth and social inclusion, are
often compromised by the inability of institutions to implement them effectively. This
disconnects between intention and implementation raises fundamental questions about the
legitimacy of power and social justice in the context of the DRC.[66], [69].

In this dialogue between weak institutional capacities and national economic policies,
philosophy invites critical reflection on the values and principles that underpin governance and
public action. It raises questions about the accountability of rulers to their people and the ways
in which institutions can be strengthened to truly serve the public interest.

2) Corruption and bad governance

Corruption and poor governance can undermine the effectiveness of economic policies by
diverting public resources and undermining citizens' trust in government institutions.

In the context of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), corruption and poor governance
represent existential challenges that raise profound questions about the nature of the legitimacy
of power and the ethics of governance. These scourges, insidiously embedded in state
structures, undermine the effectiveness of national economic policies designed to promote
social and economic inclusion.[68], [70].

Philosophically, corruption and misgovernance reveal a fundamental tension between the ideals
of justice and the common good on the one hand, and the realities of political power and
authority on the other. They highlight the ethical dilemmas that political leaders face in their
quest for economic and social progress, and they question the legitimacy of the systems of
governance that enable such practices.

The effects of corruption and poor governance on the effectiveness of national economic
policies are devastating. They compromise the transparency and integrity of decision-making
processes, divert public resources to private interests, and undermine citizens’ trust in
government institutions. As a result, policies aimed at promoting social and economic inclusion
are often hampered in their implementation and results.

3) Insufficient resources

Limited financing and insufficient resources can limit the reach and impact of economic
policies, particularly in the most remote and poorest regions of the country. In the context of
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), insufficient resources constitute a philosophical
conundrum that raises profound questions about social justice and collective responsibility
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towards the most vulnerable in society. Faced with this reality, national economic policies
designed to promote social and economic inclusion often face critical challenges [66], [71].

Philosophically, resource inadequacy highlights the tensions between the ideals of distributive
justice and the material constraints faced by policy makers. It questions the ability of societies
to reconcile the imperatives of economic development with the principles of solidarity and
equity.

In this dialectic between the insufficiency of resources and the effectiveness of national
economic policies, philosophy offers an analytical framework for exploring the ethical trade-
offs and moral dilemmas that societies face in their quest for social and economic progress. It
invites reflection on the priorities and values that guide the allocation of scarce resources, as
well as on the ways in which societies can maximize the impact of their economic policies in
a context of material constraints.[72].

5. Conclusion

The results of this research show that, although the DRC's economic openness can theoretically
promote inclusive growth, structural constraints persist and hamper the achievement of this
objective. Despite initiatives put in place to improve access to financial services, strengthen
the labor market and promote inclusive entrepreneurship, socio-economic inequalities remain
high due to weak governance, limited infrastructure and the absence of adapted public policies.
The analysis reveals that the integration of marginalized populations into the global economy
requires a holistic approach combining structural reforms and targeted support mechanisms to
ensure a more equitable distribution of the benefits of globalization. The Democratic Republic
of Congo ranked 179th out of 191 in the Human Development Index in 2021, with 87.7% of
its population living on less than $1.25 per day, highlighting extreme poverty and limited access
to basic services. Additionally, with only 13% of women in the National Assembly and a
ranking of 140th out of 146 in the Global Gender Gap Index in 2023, the country faces
significant challenges in achieving gender equality and inclusive economic growth.

Furthermore, the study highlights the importance of public-private partnerships and economic
inclusion policies as strategic levers to improve the impact of economic openness on social
development. Strengthening institutional capacities, establishing effective social safety nets
and promoting a transparent regulatory framework are essential elements to ensure sustainable
and equitable growth. Thus, this research highlights the need to adopt integrated economic
strategies that promote active participation of all stakeholders — government, private sector and
civil society — with the aim of building a more just and resilient economic environment in the
DRC.
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